
Kinder HSPVA Summer Reading 2019-2020 
 
Please choose one of the following books to read over the summer. We will meet on Tuesday of the first 
week of school in small groups to discuss these books. A small number of books may contain more mature 
themes; please choose the best book for you.  
 
Once you have chosen a book, click on the title to be taken to a form to input your name, class year, and art 
area. To ensure small groups, there is a limit to how many students may sign up for each particular book. If 
you receive a message that states your first choice is full, you will have to choose a different book.  
 
Guns, Germs, and Steel  
Jared Diamond 
 
Guns, germs, and steel is a transdisciplinary nonfiction book about the fates of societies. The author 
looked into how culture and societal survival resulted from opportunity and necessity, and not from 
sheer intelligence and ingenuity. 
 
Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America  
Ibram X. Kendi 
 
The National Book Award winning history of how racist ideas were created, spread, and deeply rooted in 
American society. 
 
Some Americans insist that we're living in a post-racial society. But racist thought is not just alive and 
well in America--it is more sophisticated and more insidious than ever. And as award-winning historian 
Ibram X. Kendi argues, racist ideas have a long and lingering history, one in which nearly every great 
American thinker is complicit. 
 
In this deeply researched and fast-moving narrative, Kendi chronicles the entire story of anti-black 
racist ideas and their staggering power over the course of American history. He uses the life stories of 
five major American intellectuals to drive this history: Puritan minister Cotton Mather, Thomas 
Jefferson, abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, W.E.B. Du Bois, and legendary activist Angela Davis. 
 
As Kendi shows, racist ideas did not arise from ignorance or hatred. They were created to justify and 
rationalize deeply entrenched discriminatory policies and the nation's racial inequities. 
 
In shedding light on this history, Stamped from the Beginning offers us the tools we need to expose 
racist thinking. In the process, he gives us reason to hope. 
 
The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer  
Siddhartha Mukherjee 
 
Mukherjee tells the story of cancer in a format that is accessible to the public. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcwAg_m8CeOVdmldP_zD6LXb-MYmg-Pthk5sJeq1QWEwluFA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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There There  
Tommy Orange 
 
A tale of 12 urban characters living in Oakland California all on their way to a Pow Wow. The book goes 
into the lives of each character as they all collide on a fateful night. 
 
Artemis  
Andy Weir 
 
If you like science, space and the idea of living on another planet (in this case the moon) you will love this 
book. You follow the protagonist Jasmine "Jazz" Bashara through one particular adventure where the 
very existence of life on the moon is a stake! 
 
Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood  
Trevor Noah 
 
Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy who grows into a restless young man as he 
struggles to find himself in a world where he was never supposed to exist. It is also the story of that 
young man’s relationship with his fearless, rebellious, and fervently religious mother—his teammate, a 
woman determined to save her son from the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that would ultimately 
threaten her own life. 
 
Dead Man Walking  
Helen Prejean 
 
"As death row inmate Matthew Poncelet nears his execution date, he calls upon Sister Helen Prejean to 
help him with one last appeal, maintaining that he is innocent of the murders of a young couple. Poncelet 
begins to form a bond with Prejean, and she visits both his family and the relatives of the victims, hoping 
to learn more about the case. As things begin to look bleak for Poncelet, Prejean does all that she can to 
comfort and console the hardened convict." 
 
The Poetic Edda  
Translated by Jackson Crawford 
 
*mature and historical themes  
 
The Poetic Edda comprises a treasure trove of mythic and spiritual verse holding an important place in 
Nordic culture, literature, and heritage. Its tales of strife and death form a repository, in poetic form, of 
Norse mythology and heroic lore, embodying both the ethical views and the cultural life of the North 
during the late pagan and early Christian times. 
The poems are great tragic literature, with vivid descriptions of the emotional states of the 
protagonists, Gods and heroes alike. Women play a prominent role in the Eddic age, and many of them 
are delineated as skilled warriors. 
Collected by an unidentified Icelander, probably during the twelfth or thirteenth century, The Poetic 
Edda was rediscovered in Iceland in the seventeenth century by Danish scholars. Even then its value as 
poetry, as a source of historical information, and as a collection of entertaining stories was recognized.  
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American Born Chinese  
Gene Luen Yang 
 
A tour-de-force by rising indy star Gene Yang, American Born Chinese tells the story of three apparently 
unrelated characters: Jin Wang, who moves to a new neighborhood with his family only to discover that 
he's the only Chinese-American student at his new school; the powerful Monkey King, subject of one of 
the oldest and greatest Chinese fables; and Chin-Kee, a personification of the ultimate negative Chinese 
stereotype, who is ruining his cousin Danny's life with his yearly visits. Their lives and stories come 
together with an unexpected twist in this action-packed modern fable. American Born Chinese is an 
amazing ride, all the way up to the astonishing climax. 
 
American Born Chinese is a 2006 National Book Award Finalist for Young People's Literature, the winner 
of the 2007 Eisner Award for Best Graphic Album: New, an Eisner Award nominee for Best Coloring and a 
2007 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year. (Amazon book review) 
 
The Editor  
Steven Rowley 
 
*10-12 grade only 
 
A poignant, highly original novel about an author whose relationship with his very famous book editor will 
change him forever...After years of struggling as a writer in 1990s New York City, James Smale finally 
gets his big break when his novel sells to an editor at a major publishing house: none other than 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. Jackie, or Mrs. Onassis as she's known in the office, loves James's candidly 
autobiographical novel, about his own dysfunctional family. As Jackie and James develop an unexpected 
friendship, she pushes him to write an authentic ending, encouraging him to confront the truth about his 
relationship with his mother. But when a long-held family secret is revealed, he realizes his editor may 
have had a larger plan that goes beyond the page... 
 
The Sun does Shine  
Anthony Ray Hinton 
 
A powerful, revealing story of hope, love, justice, and the power of reading by a man who spent thirty 
years on death row for a crime he didn't commit. 
 
The Children of Blood and Bone  
Tomi Adeyemi 
 
Tomi Adeyemi’s debut novel is the start of what promises to be an epic, addictive new series. The 
Children of Blood and Bone is influenced by Adeyemi’s West African heritage, and in it she bends 
religious deities (the Orïsha) and a diverse landscape into a refreshing new take on fantasy. The Children 
of Blood and Bone is told from multiple points of view, as Inan and Amari, children of the iron-fisted king, 
and Zélie and Tzain, siblings who have suffered greatly under the king’s regime, find themselves on a 
dark, magic-filled quest for power. Their journey is accompanied by violence and betrayal, but friendship 
and even star-crossed love also play a part. Enriched with themes that resonate in today’s social and 
political landscape, The Children of Blood and Bone takes on injustice, discrimination, and a struggle for 
change. (from Amazon.com) 
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Life is A Dream- The Play  
Pedro de la Calderon 
 
Spanish Golden Age drama- It is a philosophical allegory regarding the human situation and the mystery 
of life. 
 
Shoot Like a Girl  
Major Mary Jennings Hegar 
 
From the time Hegar was very young, she knew she wanted to be a fighter pilot. Despite sexism, military 
politics, and emotional setbacks, she persisted until she was commissioned in the U.S. Air Force as a 
combat pilot, served three tours in Afghanistan, earned a Purple Heart and Distinguished Flying Cross, 
and then worked with the ACLU to give women the right to officially serve in combat roles in the military. 
 
The Color Purple  
Alice Walker 
 
This is the story of two sisters—one a missionary in Africa and the other a child wife living in the South—
who sustain their loyalty to and trust in each other across time, distance, and silence. Beautifully 
imagined and deeply compassionate, this classic novel of American literature is rich with passion, pain, 
inspiration, and an indomitable love of life. 
 
The Fifth Season  
N.K. Jemisin 
 
The Fifth Season takes place on a planet with a single supercontinent called the Stillness. Every few 
centuries, its inhabitants endure what they call a "Fifth Season" of catastrophic climate change. 
 
Timeline  
Michael Crichton 
 
Plausible science fiction about time travel 
 
Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal? 
Jeanette Winterson 
 
From Amazon: Jeanette Winterson’s bold and revelatory novels have earned her widespread acclaim, 
establishing her as a major figure in world literature. She has written some of the most admired books of 
the past few decades, including her internationally best-selling first novel, Oranges Are Not the Only 
Fruit, the story of a young girl adopted by Pentecostal parents, that is now often required reading in 
contemporary fiction classes. 
 
Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal? is a memoir about a life’s work to find happiness. It is a book 
full of stories: about a girl locked out of her home, sitting on the doorstep all night; about a religious 
zealot disguised as a mother who has two sets of false teeth and a revolver in the dresser, waiting for 
Armageddon; about growing up in a north England industrial town now changed beyond recognition; 
about the universe as a cosmic dustbin. It is the story of how a painful past, which Winterson thought 
she had written over and repainted, rose to haunt her later in life, sending her on a journey into madness 
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and out again, in search of her biological mother. It is also a book about other people’s literature, one 
that shows how fiction and poetry can form a string of guiding lights, a life raft that supports us when we 
are sinking. 
 
Witty, acute, fierce, and celebratory, Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal? is a tough-minded 
search for belonging—for love, identity, home, and a mother. 
 
Tunnel Vision  
Susan Adrian 
 
Romance and action come crashing together when a teenage boy with incredible powers is brought to 
the attention of the government. 
 
Who Moved My Cheese  
Spencer Johnson 
 
This book is a simple parable that reveals profound truths about change. 
 
The Nightingale 
Kristin Hannah 
 
*some adult content 
 
To quote the author, “In love we find out who we want to be; in war we find out who we are.” This novel 
takes place in Nazi-occupied France and profiles the heroism, struggles, and impossible choices of two 
sisters. From amazon.com : "With courage, grace, and powerful insight, bestselling author Kristin 
Hannah captures the epic panorama of World War II and illuminates an intimate part of history seldom 
seen: the women's war. The Nightingale tells the stories of two sisters, separated by years and 
experience, by ideals, passion and circumstance, each embarking on her own dangerous path toward 
survival, love, and freedom in German-occupied, war-torn France―a heartbreakingly beautiful novel 
that celebrates the resilience of the human spirit and the durability of women. It is a novel for everyone, 
a novel for a lifetime." 
This was a #1 NYT bestseller, Wall Street Journal Best Book of the Year, awarded several other prizes, 
and will soon be made into a motion picture. It includes some heart-wrenching scenes and some "adult 
content". 
 
The Dinner List  
Rebecca Serle 
 
Sabrina arrives at her birthday dinner and finds at the table not just her best friend, but also three 
significant people from her past, and well, Audrey Hepburn. 
 
The Over Story  
Richard Powers 
 
About the environment 
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Shoot the Conductor: Too Close to Monteux, Szell and Ormandy  
Anshel Brusilow and Robin Underdahl 
 
Anshel Brusilow's tumultuous relationships with Pierre Monteux, George Szell, and Eugene Ormandy 
shaped his early career. Under Szell, Brusilow was associate concertmaster at the Cleveland Orchestra 
until Ormandy snatched him away to make him concertmaster in Philadelphia. HIs memoir provides a 
fascinating view of American classical music as well as an inspiring story of a working-class immigrant 
making good in a tough arena. 
 
Room  
Emma Donoghue 
 
Room is a story told from the perspective of a five-year-old boy, Jack, who is being held captive in a 
small room along with his mother. When he turns five, he starts to ask questions, and his mother reveals 
to him that there is a world beyond the walls. The author conceived the story after hearing about five-
year-old Felix in the Fritzl case, and a 2008 court case in which a Pennsylvania woman held her children 
captive for eight years in a small room similar to the one in the novel. 
 
You in Five Acts  
Una LaMarche 
 
Joy, Diego, Liv, Ethan, and Dave are students at Janus Academy, the highest-rated arts school in New 
York City. They are all friends, but more than that, they have one thing in common—they are all tired. Joy 
is tired of struggling to be recognized as a serious contender for prima ballerina by her parents and 
teachers. Diego is sick of always being seen as just a friend—especially by the one girl he wants the most. 
Liv yearns for some escape from her daily life. Ethan has had enough of the girl of his dreams always 
looking through him. Dave is tired of his past successes defining his future. None of the five realize that 
their world is changing, and it's all coming down to one pivotal moment that spirals out of their control. 
 
A Yellow Raft in Blue Water: A Novel  
Michael Dorris 
 
Michael Dorris has crafted a fierce saga of three generations of Indian women, beset by hardships and 
torn by angry secrets, yet inextricably joined by the bonds of kinship. Starting in the present day and 
moving backward, the novel is told in the voices of the three women: fifteen-year-old part-black Rayona; 
her American Indian mother, Christine, consumed by tenderness and resentment toward those she 
loves; and the fierce and mysterious Ida, mother and grandmother whose haunting secrets, betrayals, 
and dreams echo through the years, braiding together the strands of the shared past. 
 
Life is a Dream  
Pedro de la Barca 
 
La vida es sueño, or, Life’s a Dream, is one of Spain’s most well-known plays. It is a philosophical allegory 
regarding the human situation and the mystery of life. 
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Mary Poppins  
PL Travers 
 
From the moment Mary Poppins arrives at Number Seventeen Cherry-Tree Lane, everyday life at the 
Banks house is forever changed. It all starts when Mary Poppins is blown by the east wind onto the 
doorstep of the Banks house. She becomes a most unusual nanny to Jane, Michael, and the twins. Who 
else but Mary Poppins can slide up banisters, pull an entire armchair out of an empty carpetbag, and 
make a dose of medicine taste like delicious lime-juice cordial? A day with Mary Poppins is a day of 
magic and make-believe come to life! 
 
Meddling Kids  
Edgar Cantero 
 
"Zoinks! For Scooby Doo fans, Spanish writer Edgar Cantero's novel Meddling Kids is Scooby meets H.P. 
Lovecraft. Cantero's imagination is vivid, and the story, once it gains speed, continues at breakneck, 
roller coaster pace. The prose is fast and funny, and the quirky, loveable characters are absolutely 
irresistible. Laugh out loud, and truly scary, this is your beach book." 
 
Becoming  
Michelle Obama 
 
Becoming is the memoir of former United States First Lady Michelle Obama. Described by the author as 
a deeply personal experience, the book talks about her roots and how she found her voice, as well as her 
time in the White House, her public health campaign, and her role as a mother. (Wikipedia) 
 
On Tyranny - Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century  
Timothy Snyder 
 
The Founding Fathers tried to protect us from the threat they knew, the tyranny that overcame ancient 
democracy. Today, our political order faces new threats, not unlike the totalitarianism of the twentieth 
century. We are no wiser than the Europeans who saw democracy yield to fascism, Nazism, or 
communism. Our one advantage is that we might learn from their experience. 
 
Where You Go Is Not Who You'll Be (An Antidote to the College Admissions Mania)  
Frank Bruni 
 
Over the last few decades, Americans have turned college admissions into a terrifying and occasionally 
devastating process, preceded by test prep, tutors, all sorts of stratagems, all kinds of rankings, and a 
conviction among too many young people that their futures will be determined and their worth 
established by which schools say yes and which say no. 
 
That belief is wrong. It's cruel. In WHERE YOU GO IS NOT WHO YOU'LL BE, Frank Bruni explains why, 
giving students and their parents a new perspective on this brutal, deeply flawed competition and a path 
out of the anxiety that it provokes. 
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Kindred 
Octavia Butler 
 
Having just celebrated her 26th birthday in 1976 California, Dana, an African-American woman, is 
suddenly and inexplicably wrenched through time into antebellum Maryland. After saving a drowning 
white boy there, she finds herself staring into the barrel of a shotgun and is transported back to the 
present just in time to save her life. During numerous such time-defying episodes with the same young 
man, she realizes the challenge she’s been given: to protect this young slaveholder until he can father 
her own great-grandmother. 
 
The Art of Gathering: How We Meet and Why It Matters 
Priya Parker 
 
Why is one dinner party a roaring success and another dull and awkward? Why is an acquaintance’s 
wedding in a backyard more memorable than your good friends’ celebration at the Ritz? Sure, people and 
their chemistry together play a big part in making gatherings rewarding and fun. But what if we could 
distill the key elements that inspire a good time, and apply them to make all our gatherings 
transformational? Conflict resolution specialist Priya Parker (M.I.T. and Harvard Kennedy School alum) 
has overseen peace processes in the Arab world and facilitated race relations on American college 
campuses. Her research draws on myriad customs from around the world to offer insights and 
inspiration on making our most basic human need—relating to others—more meaningful. 
 
Home: A Family Tragicomic 
Alison Bechdel 
 
It chronicles the author's childhood and youth in rural Pennsylvania, United States, focusing on her 
complex relationship with her father. 
 
Uncle Tom's Cabin  
Harriet Beecher Stowe 
 
From Amazon.com: Uncle Tom's Cabin; or, Life Among the Lowly, is an anti-slavery novel by American 
author Harriet Beecher Stowe. Published in 1852, the novel "helped lay the groundwork for the Civil War", 
according to Will Kaufman. Stowe, a Connecticut-born teacher at the Hartford Female Seminary and an 
active abolitionist, featured the character of Uncle Tom, a long-suffering black slave around whom the 
stories of other characters revolve. The sentimental novel depicts the reality of slavery while also 
asserting that Christian love can overcome something as destructive as enslavement of fellow human 
beings. Uncle Tom's Cabin was the best-selling novel of the 19th century and the second best-selling 
book of that century, following the Bible. It is credited with helping fuel the abolitionist cause in the 
1850s. In the first year after it was published, 300,000 copies of the book were sold in the United States; 
one million copies in Great Britain. In 1855, three years after it was published, it was called "the most 
popular novel of our day." The impact attributed to the book is great, reinforced by a story that when 
Abraham Lincoln met Stowe at the start of the Civil War, Lincoln declared, "So this is the little lady who 
started this great war." The quote is apocryphal; it did not appear in print until 1896, and it has been 
argued that "The long-term durability of Lincoln's greeting as an anecdote in literary studies and Stowe 
scholarship can perhaps be explained in part by the desire among many contemporary intellectuals ... to 
affirm the role of literature as an agent of social change." 
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The Last Lecture  
Randy Pausch 
 
The Last Lecture fleshes out Pausch's lecture and discusses everything he wanted his children to know 
after his pancreatic cancer had taken his life. It includes stories of his childhood, lessons he wants his 
children to learn, and things he wants his children to know about him. He repeatedly stresses that one 
should have fun in everything one does, and that one should live life to its fullest because one never 
knows when it might be taken. 
 
This Is How It Always Is  
Laurie Frankel 
 

In recent years we’ve seen an increasing number of memoirs from transgender individuals and from 
parents forging uncharted waters in order to help their transgender children live happy, healthy lives in a 
society that still largely defines gender by what’s in your pants. In her novel This is How It Always Is 
Laurie Frankel takes those real-life experiences and puts them into a big-hearted story of family and 
secrets. Penn and Rosie are a close, loving couple, living in Madison, Wisconsin with their five boys. But 
it becomes evident before long that their youngest, Claude, feels like he should have been born a girl. So 
how do these strong, supportive parents go about helping their son live as the person he wants to be? It’s 
a fascinating thing to behold. The nuances and unforeseen pitfalls of trying to protect your child from 
fear and hate while nurturing a sense of acceptance is daunting. What is private and what is a secret, 
and what is, really, nobody’s business? Sometimes secrets have a way of materializing in the blink of an 
eye or the span of an innocuous question, and this novel is about the lengths we will go, as parents and 
siblings, to protect each other. And how we react when our secrets are exposed. This is How It Always Is 
in an incredible read that speaks to the heart of what it means to love and be loved by family. --Seira 
Wilson, The Amazon Book Review 
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